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24 years of small projects with big impacts  

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
Individual attention is crucial to our success  

 

The healing power of music  

 
Pickleberry Pie Inc., a public charity for children and families, has accomplished small music -

oriented pro jects fo r over 24  years. We are unique in that we use our wide connections to  

professional  childrenõs musicians and other performers to help kids directly. We are also 

unique in that all of the money we ra ise goes directly to help kids.  We have no 

administrative costs, no development costs, and no overhead .  

 

Our many projects are united by a single goal: to use the healing power of music and personal 

contact to improve the lives of kids and teens.  

 

¶ We pr ovide free monthly concerts and one to one entertainment for seriousl y ill  and 

disabled children in 25 hospitals  and one hospice nationwide.  

 

¶ With t he Get Well Network , we have put on-demand, closed-circuit childrenõs music and 

stories in hospitals  nationwide , free to families.  This project will eventually create an 

endowment to support our future hospital activities.  

 

¶ We have pioneered a  program with the Lance Armstrong Foundation  to use the 

songwriting process to help teens living with cancer.  

 

¶ We created the first national public network of free web-based radio channels for 

children , featuring  three 24/7 channels of  ad-free lullabies, stories, and children singing.  

 

¶ And we help families and schools connect with entertainment professionals and re lated 

services worldwide  

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

This year , Pickleberry Pie Incorporated was selected as one of t he Great Nonp rofits . This 

designati on was based on the five star ( highest) rating of all of the reviewers. We were the only 

arts charity  in our entire county to be so designated.  Hereõs what one reviewer said: 
 

 

I began performing for children in Bay Area hospitals last year through Pickleberry Pie. The first thing I 

realized is how "golden" Pickleberry Pie is with the staffs at the diffe rent hospitals. The nurses and 

other staff members see the positive effects the performers have on the children and their families 

and no price can be put on that. In fact, there is no price as the hospitals pay nothing for this wonderful 

service. As a par amedic for the past 25 years and as a children's music performer, I have never 

experienced the appreciation for what I do more than when performing for sick children. I can't help 

but choke up myself when mothers start crying out of gratitude when my band comes in and starts 

performing for their child. My hope is to see Pickleberry Pie expand and be able to serve every 

children's hospital and pediatric ward across the country.   Tito Uquillas  

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Our guiding principle s:  
 

Over the years Pickleberr y Pie Incorporated has helped  about 5  million children . Yet our 

volunteer  and local-based structure allows the needs of individual kids to stay in 

focus . When we put on a concert, we create one for specific children with specific needs.  We 

donõt demand ònumbersó in order to justify a concert. Childrenõs hospitals often find it hard to 

get large numb ers of kids in one place. If a  child wants us, weõll be there. 

 

Everything we do for kids, we do for free . We donõt rely on fancy logos or 

advertisements. There are no plastic Pickleberry dolls, no video games  or celebrity photo -

shoots . We donõt exploit kids.  We donõt make money off of kids. 

 

Our Board of Directors is part of the process every step of the way. We òmeetó online and 

email frequently, discussing projects and how best to  utilize our volunteers. Almost all  of our 

projects have been initiated by Board members. They are always thinking about how the 

Pickleberries can help kids. Again, thereõs that phrase- itõs all about the kids. 

 

We focus on the kids, not on ourselves .  
 

 

Our History  
 

Our volunteer organization was started in 1986 by Linda Arnold, P. J. Swift, and a small group of  

adults and kids. We saw a need for  programs for young children i n the national public radio 

system. We simply couldn't understand why no one was making such a series, and so we decided 

to create one! We eventually recorded over 500 half -hour programs, put together entirely by 

volunteers. òPickleberry Pieó was the most popular young children's series on public radio. Our 

honors included the Gold Award from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting in 1991, The 

American Women in Radio and Television Award, Parent' s Choice and many other awards.  

Toward the end of the 80's, our volunteers started outreach activities in the San Francisco Bay 

Area. We created a program to teach songwriting to kids in elementary school , and a radio 

reading project for blind children. And  then  we created  an entire radi o channel for kids in 

hospitals called òSprouts. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

The Hospital Concert Series  
 

When we created the òSproutsó closed circuit children's radio for Stanford's Packard 

Children's Hospital, we were reminded how healing music can be. Packard Hospital  expressed an 

interest in a concert seri es and asked for our help.  So our volunteers started a free monthly 

acoustic concert series for seriously ill children in Packard and Shriner's Hospital in San 

Francisco. Fourteen  years later, thanks to the generosit y of The Bernard Osher Foundation, the 

Wayne and Gladys Valley Foundation, The Margo and Irwin Winkler Charitable Trust , and many  

other funders, weõve expanded to over 200 concerts in 25  hospit als and one hospice nationwide, 

serving about  50,000 children and their families  yearly . Our c urrent locations include Oakland, 

San Francisco, San Jose, Sacramento, San Leandro, Fremont, Santa Barbara,  Goleta, Los 

Angeles, Portland, Austin,  Chicago, Houston, Miami, Fort Myers, Northern Virginia, Baltimore, 

and Washington D.C.  

 

Local and Adaptable  
 

We can be adaptable because we're small and locally -run. Our concert series is planned, 

scheduled, and managed entirely by the local c o-ordinators of Pickleberry Pie: all the hospital 

staff has to do is publicize the concert to their patients and staff. Because we are well -

connected to children's music, we hand pick the entertainers for the concerts, selecting people 

we know and trust. Frankly, it takes a special person  to do this: we know the people who can. We 

pay our entertainers well, assuring an individualized, site -specific performance each time. Our 

entertainers are given strict guidelines  and supervision, created in conjunction with hospital 

staff, to insure that  their performance is upbeat and comforting.  

 



 
Lanny Sherwin, Board member,  volunteered to start the Lee Memorial concert series.  

 

Many people question how we can do so much with less than $70,00 0 in our annual budget. Over 

24 years, weõve learned how to put our funds where they matter most. Where possible, we use 

volunteers. We work smart: when we know a perform er is coming to a hospital vicinity, we will 

book that performer for additional Pickleberry concerts. We pay for multiple locations and get 

a discount. And we generally use performers for weekday performances which do not conflict 

with a performerõs weekend concerts.  

 

All of the money connected with the hospital series goes directly to entertain 

kids in the location that it is raised. We can do this because we have 

absolutely no centralized costs - no development or fundraising, no overhead,  

no administrative costs.  
 

Everything we raise goes directly to the kids  
 

 

We've had a great variety of multicultural performers in our many concerts ð from singers to 

storytellers to clowns to magicians. All performers strive to involve the kids in the concert, 

using rhythm instrument s, group singing, and collaborative storytelling where possible. Small, 

participatory concerts are crucial to the success of our program. What these kids need most is 

personal attention.  

 

 
Suni Paz and a young participant  



After every performance, the entertainers visit the kids who are not able to attend the group 

concert s and give them private concert s in their rooms. And all of our Pickleberry performers 

leave free CDs for the hospital library.  

 
I wanted to take a quick minute and thank you once aga in for providing us with this amazing opportunity.  Francie 

was here last week and it was wonderful!  She brings such spirit and joy to the playroom and children. This is such a 

positive experience for the children and families!    Diana Sundberg, UC Davis Childrenõs Hospital 

 

 
 

Current locations for Pickleberry Pie hospital concerts :  
 

Washington DC/Northern Virginia : 

Georgetown University Hospital  

Inova Fair Oaks Hospital  

The Inova Kellar School  

The Lab School of Washington  

The Lab School of Baltimore  

Kennedy Kreiger Institute  

Johns Hopkins Hospital  

Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital  

University of Maryland Hospital for Children  

 

Sacramento:  

UC Davis Childrenõs Hospital 

 

Florida  

Miami Childrenõs Hospital 

Lee Memorial Hospital  

 

Portland :  

Shriners Hospital  

Doernbecher Hospital  

 

San Francisco Bay Area:  

Oakland Childrenõs Hospital 

UC San Francisco 

California Pacific Medical Center  

George Mark Childrenõs Hospice 

Chandler-Tripp Facility  

 

Santa Barbara Area :  

Cottage Hospital  

Hollister Facilit y 

 

Los Angeles:  

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center  

UCLA Childrenõs Hospital 

 

Chicago: 

Chicago Memorial Childrenõs Hospital 

 

Texas : 

Texas Childrenõs Hospital, Houston 

Dell Childrenõs Hospital, Austin  



 

 

 
 

 

 

This past year, Pickleberry Pie finalized an agreement with the Get Well Network to put 

wholesome music and stories at parentsõ fingertips in hospitals nationwide. To do this,  we 

worked with our community of childrenõs entertainers to collect DVDs of musical concerts, 

storytelling, and other appropriate entertainment . We hope this new form of entertainment 

synergy will ease the anxiety of hospital stays for parents and for children. Funds raised 

through this collaboration will support the expansion of the hospital concert series in new  and 

enhanced locations such as  Ft. Myers , Miami, Washington DC, and Sacramento . 

 

 

 

 
 

A Public Radio Network for Kids  
 

For the past several years, our Pickleberry volunteers have been partnering  on a wide ranging 

project . Our goal is to help public radio stations nationwide  finally address the ir  most neglected 

audience: children. To that end, o ur Pickleberry volunteers  have combined new and existing 

childrenõs programs to create a free  internet -based, multi -channel network for kids. You can 

see and hear it at www.kidspublicradio.org   We now have three 24/7 channels:  

 

 Lullaby    Jabberwocky Pipsqueaks 
 

 

http://www.kidspublicradio.org/


Our roster of donated progr ams feature s award-winning series such as Rabbit Ears Radio  and 

Kids Earth and Sky , Itõs a forward thinking project, one that educates and respects children 

worldwide in the way that non -commercial broadcasting does best.  

 

Where we could not find existing series for use on the network, we made them. Thus, Lullaby 

feature s a classic jazz lullaby program with artists from E lla Fitzgerald to Bing Crosby, a nd a 

classic rock lullaby program called, of course, ôWe Will Rock You.ó We even have a program 

hosted by an imaginary  kitten called Classical Catnap.   Jabberwocky  brings storytelling to life, 

with multiple series of classic stories, comedy, and childrenõs commentary.  And Pipsqueaks has 

kids si nging and favorite sing alongs - just right for families to sing together.  

 

 
 

òAuthor Cható is one of the new series on Jabberwocky  

 

Kidsõ Public Radioõs webcasting costs are funded by public donations via PayPal on our sit e. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

For fourteen  years, Pickleberry  Pie, Inc. has been the fiscal agent and parent organization for 

The Children's Music Web, a non -profit resource for families worldwide. The Children's Music 

Web is entirely self -supporting through small individual contributions . Our site, 

www.childrensmusic.org , has had six  million visitors over the years. The site features song 

suggestions for teachers, links to music education organizations, and tips on creating songs and 

audio by kids and for kids. This year, we linked the Childrenõs Music Web and Kids Public Radio 

together.  

 

 



Our Go als and Objectives for Fall 2010 to Summer 2011  
 

Our Pickleberr y Pie, Incorporated  Board of Directors  (see last page)  meets on-line frequently 

during the year. Our Executive Committee meets on -line at least twice a month . During these 

meetings, the following goals and objectives were set for the coming year:  

 

¶ Continue and expand  the Hospital Concert Series   

¶ Objective: Raise funds to continue the free monthly òHospital Concert Seriesó for 26 

children's hospitals  nationwide , and begin expansion to other locations.  Outcome: 260 

concerts  and 4 hospice visits by noted children's artists, presented free of charge.  

 

 

¶ Partner with Get Well Network   

¶ Objective: Expand the project to pl ace wholesome DVDs for kids in 3 0 hospitals 

nationwide. Material will be donated by childrenõs artists and organized by Pickleberry 

volunteers. We will u se funds collected through this collaboration to fund the expansion 

of the Hospital Concert Series.  Outcome: Expanded use of the program to benefit kids.  

 

 

¶ Grow the Kids Public Radio network  

¶ Objective: Continue to develop free, non commercial channels for kids on the internet. 

Use existing public stations to publicize the channels. Develop strong teacher technical 

support program to generate òbook reportsó and other student-made audio material for 

the channels. Outcome: Potential to serve millions of kids and families.  

 

 

¶ Continue support of the Children's Music Web  

¶ Objective: Continue free services, including  infor mation for parents and teachers . 

Outcome: 8 million  visits by July 2011 , representing continued public awareness and use 

of the site.  

 

 

 
 

 




