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25 years of the healing power of music  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



What weõve done with 25 years , hundreds of 

volunteers,  and 6 million children  

 
¶ We have provided over 3,500 f ree concerts for kids in 30 

hospitals nationwide .  

 

¶ We have helped teens with cancer write original songs, and 

produced a stellar cd of their work.  

 

¶ We have created three full time commercial - free webcast 

channels of childrenõs stories, music, and lullabies, heard 

worldwide.  

 

¶ We have produced 500 free half - hour childrenõs programs for 

public radio.  In doing so, we won the Corporation for Public 

Broadcastingõs Gold Award in 1990. 

 

¶ We have created a free channel of on - demand childrenõs 

entertainment for  hospitals nationwide.  
 

¶ And we have done it all with a budget of less than $60,000 

per year. We have no administrative, development,  staff,  or 

overhead costs. We are a volunteer organization.  

 

 
Music is meant to be shared  

 



Whatõs a Pickleberry? 
 

 

 

Pickleberry Pie started as a radio series  

 
Our public charity  was founded in 1986 by Linda Arnold, P. J. Swift, and a volunteer group of 

adults and kids. We simply couldn't understand why there were no programs for young children 

on the public radio syste m. So we decided to create oneé all on volunteer time and with donated 

audio tape. Then,  t oward the end of the 80's, our volunteers started  additional  outreach 

activities i n the San Francisco Bay Area. With foundation help, we  created a closed circuit audi o 

channel for kids at Packard Hospital in Stanf ord. Then, Packard  asked us to put on concerts for 

hospitalized kids, and again, we couldnõt say no.  

 

 
Itõs all about the smiles 

 

Pickleberry Pie then created  a Hospital Concert Series  
 

So our volunteers started a free monthly acoustic concert series for seriously ill children in 

Packard and Shri ner's Hospital in San Francisco. Fif teen  years later, thanks to the generosity 

of The Bernard Osher Foundation, the Wayne and Gladys Valley Foundation, The Margo a nd 

Irwin Winkler Charitable Trust , and many other funders, weõve expanded to over 280 concerts 

in 28  hospit als and one hospice nationwide, bringing the healing power of music to about  75,000 

children and their families  yearly . Our c urrent locations include Oakland, San Francisco, San 

Jose, Sacramento, San Leandro, Fremont, Santa Barbara,  Goleta, Los Angeles, Portland, Austin,  

Chicago, Houston, Miami, Fort Myers,  Boston, Northern Virginia, Baltimore, and Washington D.C.  



 
Some of our Pickleberry volunteers in Maryland  

 

 

Local and Adaptable  
 

We can be adaptable because we're small and locally -run. Our concert se ries is planned, 

scheduled, managed, and paid entirely by the local c o-ordinators of Pickleberry Pie: all the 

hospital staff has to do is publicize the concert  to their patients . Because we are well-

connected to children's music, we hand pick the entertainers for the concerts, selecting people 

we know and trust. Frankly, it takes a special person  to do this, and f rankly,  we know the people 

who can. We pay our entertainers well, assuring an individualized, site -specific performance 

each time. Our entertainers are given strict guidelines  and supervision, created in conjunction 

with hospital staff, to insure that thei r performance is upbeat and comforting.  

 

 
Pickleberries provide comfort at a scary time in kidsõ lives 

 

 

We work smart  
 

Many people question how we can do so much with less than $6 0,00 0 in our annual budget. Over 

the years, weõve learned how to put our funds where they matter most. Where possible, we use 

volunteers. We work smart: when we know a perform er is coming to a hospital vicinity, we will 

book that performer for additional Pickleberry concerts. We pay for multiple locations and get 

a discount. An d we generally use performers for weekday performances which do not conflict 

with a performerõs weekend concerts.  

 

We've had a great variety of multicultural performers in our many concerts ð from singers to 

storytellers to clowns to magicians. All perform ers strive to involve the kids in the concert, 

using rhythm instruments, group singing, and collaborative storytelling where possible. What 

these kids need most is personal attention.  



 
If children canõt come to us, we go to them 

 

After every performance, the entertainers visit the kids who are not able to attend the group 

concerts and give them private concerts in their rooms. And all of our Pickleberry performers 

leave free CDs for the hospital library.  
 

I just wanted to say how much the kids and parents  enjoyed the music group Hipwaders. They 

also went bedside to patients rooms who were not allowed to leave and it made the familiesõ day. 

Thank you so much.  

 

                                                 Jennifer Belke , Child Life Specialist , UCSF Children's Hospital  

 

 

 
Suni Paz helps a young singer in Los Angeles 

 

Expansion of the Concert Series  

 
During the past year, child life professionals in Boston and Albuquerque have asked us to begin 

concerts in their hospitals. True to form, we canõt say no. In fact, one of our local co -ordinators, 

Dave Kinnoin, has volunteered to start the process at Childrenõs Hospital Boston, providing a 

free concert and meeting with child life professionals to discuss the process.  
 

 

Just wanted to thank you again for a rranging the visit to Comer on Thursday. It was a great 
experience and good to know that the kids and families are so appreciative of the performances 
provided by Pickleberry Pie.  
                                                               
                                           Kathy Groenendahl, Benjamin B. Green -Field Foundation, Illinois  
  
 



 
A smile  emerges at Miami Childrenõs Hospital 

 

 

 

Current locations for Pickleberry Pie hospital concerts :  
 
Washington DC/Northern Virginia : 

Georgetown University Hospital  

Inova Fair Oaks Hospital  

The Inova Kellar School  

The Lab School of Washington  

The Lab School of Baltimore  

Kennedy Kreiger Institute  

Johns Hopkins Hospital  

Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital  

Childrenõs National Medical Center  

 

Sacramento:  

UC Davis Childrenõs Hospital 

 

Florida  

Miami Childrenõs Hospital 

Lee Memorial Hospital  

 

Portland :  

Shriners Hospital  

Doernbecher Hospital  

 

Boston:  

Childrenõs Hospital Boston 

 

 

San Francisco Bay Area:  

Oakland Childrenõs Hospital 

UC San Francisco 

California Pacific Medical Center  

George Mark Childrenõs Hospice 

Chandler-Tripp Facility  

Lucille Packard Childrenõs Hospital, Stanford 

 

Santa Barbara Area :  

Cottage Hospital  

Goleta Special Ed  Facility  

 

Los Angeles:  

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center  

Childrenõs Hospital, Los Angeles 

 

Chicago: 

Chicago Memorial Childrenõs Hospital 

Comer Hospital  

Shrinerõs Hospital 

 

Texas : 

Texas Childrenõs Hospital, Houston  

Dell Childrenõs Hospital, Austin

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pickleberry Pie helps kids through  t he Get Well Network  

 

 
The Get  Well  Network hospitals have a spe cial bedside computer platform  which allows all of its 

pediatric patients to view educational and entertainment videos. They asked our volunteers to 

put together programming, so of course, we did .  Pickleberry Pie Rockin' Out!  is a package of 

55 videos which includes songs, stories, dance, magic, documentaries and  animations which are 

specifically aimed at patients  from 1 -15 years of age.   These quality videos have been  donated 

to  Pickleberry  Pie for this specific purpose by 48 performers around the world.   Pickleberry Pie 

Rockinõ Out! is currently available at the Miami Childrenõs Hospital, and soon to be available in at 

least 5 more hospitals nationwide.  Our income from this project will be used to support future 

hospital concerts.  

 

 
Kids, parents, and hospital staff have fun   

 

Pickleberry Pie helps teens with cancer  
 

 Several years ago, one of our Board members, Lanny Sherwin, asked us to begin a progra m to 

help one of the most neglected groups fighting cancer: teens. Our Pickle berry volunteers knew 

that sometimes  teens would be left out of our hospital programs by virtue of their small 

numbers. So with the help of the Lance Armstrong Foundation and othe r funders, we launched a 

pilot program to involve teens in writing songs with professional songwriters.  Our teens created 

a thirteen song cd, and in doing so, took giant steps in confidence and attitude.  

 

 

 
Teens worked one to one with professional songwriters  

http://www.getwellnetwork.com/index.asp


 

 
 

Pickleberry Pie created a n entire  Public Radio Network for Kids  
 

For the past several years, our Pickleberry volunteers have been helping public radio stations 

nationwide  finally address the ir  most neglected audience: children. To that end,  our Pickleberry 

volunteers  have combined new and existing childrenõs programs to create a free  internet -based, 

multi -channel network for kids. You can see and hear it at www.kidspublicradio.org   We now have 

thr ee 24/7 channels:  

 

 Lullaby    Jabberwocky Pipsqueaks 

 

Our roster of donated progr ams feature s award-winning series such as Rabbit Ears Radio  and 

Kids Earth and Sky , Where we could not find existing series for use on the network, we made 

them. Thus, Lullaby feature s a classic jazz lullaby program with artists from E lla Fitzgerald to 

Bing Crosby, and a classic rock lullaby program called, of course, ôWe Will Rock You.ó We even 

have a program called Classical Catnap.  Jabberwocky  brings storytelling to life, with multiple 

series of classic stories, comedy, and childrenõs commentary.  And Pipsqueaks has kids si nging 

and favorite sing alongs - just right for families to sing together.  Kidsõ Public Radioõs webcasting 

costs  are funded by public donations via PayPal on our sit e. 

 

Pickleberry Pie created an informational website for families  
 

 
 

 

For fifteen years, Pickleberry Pie, Inc. has also operated The Children's Music Web, a non -

profit online resource for families worldwide. The site features song suggestions for teachers, 

links to music education organizations, and tips on creating songs and audio by kids and for kids. 

Like Kids Public Radio, the site is maintained by volunteers.  

http://www.kidspublicradio.org/


 

 
This is why we do what we do.  

 

Those are ou r  many activities. T hese are our guiding principles:  

 
¶ Everything we do for kids, we do for free   We can do this because of our volunteer 

structure.  

 

¶ Everything we raise goes directly back to the kids    Again, we can do this because we 

have an entirely volunteer administration.  

 

¶ Everything we do for kids, we do with  kids  Our web -based channels are hosted by kids, 

our concerts involve kids,  we even have a teen on our Board.  

 

¶ We are locally based    Although we operate na tionally, we have a local co -ordinator  

structure to support our efforts. They set up the concerts, they supervise the concerts, 

they make the decisions. Everything we raise locally is dedicated solely to that location. 

And our supporting foundations frequently visit to see the concerts in action.  

 

¶ We focus on the kids, not on ourselves We have no plastic Pickleberry dolls, no celebrity 

photo ops. This is not about us.  

 

¶ We listen to our Board and Foundations  All of our projects over  the years have been 

suggested or initiated by Board members or funders.  Our volunteer board spans the 

nation and represent several kid -related occupations. We also take suggestions from our 

funders to heart. They were the ones, for instance, that got us i nvolved in the first 

hospice in the U .S. dedicated solely to children.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Our Go als and Objectives for Fall 201 1 to Summer 2012  
 

Our Pickleberr y Pie, Incorporated  Board of Directors  (see last page)  meets on-line frequently 

during the year. Our Ex ecutive Committee talks to each other online almost daily. During these 

meetings, the following goals and objectives were set for the coming year:  

 

¶ Continue and expand  the Hospital Concert Series   

¶ Objective: Raise funds to continue the free monthly òHospital Concert Seriesó for 30+ 

children's hospitals  nationwide , and begin expansion to Boston and Albuquerque.  

Outcome: 300  concerts  and 4 hospice visits by noted children's artists, presented free 

of charge.  

 

¶ Continue work with the Get Well Network   

¶ Objective: Continue expansion and use of Pickleberry Pie Rockinõ Out! entertainment 

package in pediatric hospitals around the nation. Outcome: increased income to support 

our free hospital concerts, and decreased reliance on foundation support.  

 

¶ Grow the Kids Public Radio network  

¶ Objective: Continue to develop free, non commercial channels for kids on the internet. 

Develop strong teacher technical support program to generate òbook reportsó and other 

student -made audio material for the channels. Outcome: Continue to serve millions of kids 

and families.  

 

¶ Continue support of the Children's Music Web  

¶ Objective: Continue free services, including  information for parents and teachers . 

Outcome: 8 million  visits by July 2012 , representing continued public awareness and use 

of the site.  

 

 

 
Meera is our newest host on Kids Public Radio  

 

 

 



 

Budget  
Please note that all of the funds raised fo r the Hospital Concert series are  only used for 

that purpose. We keep funds separate.  

 

Although we are a volunteer organization, we do have expenses. We rely on foundations which 

have goals similar to ours to support most of the Hospital concert series in various locations. 

We frankly couldnõt do it without them, and we thank them deeply . Our radio, website, and 

webcasting activities are supported by individual online donations. Please note that we have a 

significant fund balance at the end of each year because we receive funds for programs 

implemented in the following year.  

 

Income 2010  
 

The Walters Family Foundation      3,000  

The Margo and Irwin  Winkler Charita ble Trust   9,000  

The Wayne and Gladys Valley Fo undation    8,000  

The Dimick Foundation       2,500  

The Koret Foundation       1,000 

The Jerome Yavitz Charitable Foundation    4,500  

The Marshall B Coyne Foundation     1,000 

The Santa Barbara Bowl Foundation     3,000  

The J. Jacquemin Family Foundation     1,800 

Foxes Music                                                                          150  

The Benjamin Green -Field Foundation     9,000 

Contributions from individuals         330  

The Get Well Network       1,000 

Interest from accounts                  10 

 

Total incom e             44,290  

 

 

 
Fred Karam makes a bedside visit  

 



 

 

Expenses 2010  
Printing, Postage and Shipping      910 

Supplies, Equipment, Rhythm Inst, Internet     1,886 

Consultants ( entertainers and local co -ordinators)   37,700  

TOTAL  40,496  

All other expenses (rent, telephone, administrative, development etc) are in -kind donations or 

volunteer. We estimate that these in -kind costs total over $200,000 per year .  

 

 
 

Expenses for 2010   

1 consultants (performers)  

2 internet and instruments  

3 printing and postage  

 

Overall Budgets for 201 1- 12 :  Listed by Project -  detailed budgets available  

We have no administrative, development, or overhead -  all monies raised go directly to the 

projects .  

 

Hospital C oncert Series (all locations , including hospice -  280 concerts)  

Cost: $120 ,000   

Existing funds: $500 0 left over from 2011  

To raise: $ 115,000 

 

Get Well Network  

Cost: $0 (volunteer and donated)  

Income: about $3,000 estimated in 2012  

 

Childrenõs Music Web  

Cost: $5 00   

Funds for this project come from online donations  

 

Kids Public Radio  

Cost: $ 2,500  

Funds for this project come from individual donations to KPR 

0 40,000
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Pickleberry Pie  Incorporated Board of Directors  2011 - 12 
This is an entirely volunteer and uncompensated Board    

 

Executive Committee -  talks on - line weekly   

 

Monty Harper , children's artist, Vice Chair , Stillwater, OK  

 

Fred Koch , writer for Parent's Magazine, Board Chair, Chicago IL  

 

Irene Light, music educator, Secretary, Vienna VA  

 

P.J. Swift, special education teacher, Treasurer and volunteer CEO, Santa Cruz CA  

 

Other Board members -  meets on - line frequently  

 

Linda Arnold,  children's artist, Santa Cruz CA  

 

Katherine Dines, childrenõs artist, Denver CO 

 

Ned Hearn, entertainment attorney, San Jose, CA  

 

Mary Lounsbury, PhD., clinical children's psychologist, Carmel CA  

 

Seth Perleman, Princeton sophmore , from  Chicago, I L 

 

Robbie Schaefer, childrenõs entertainer and XMKids  DJ, Vienna, VA  

 

Nancy Rose Senich, marketing and public relations consultant, McLean, VA  

 

Lanny Sherwin, childrenõs artist, Santa Barbara, CA 

 

Rachel Sumner, children's artist, Nashville TN  

 

Barbara Tilsen, day care provider, Minneapolis, MN  

 

Robert Wesley, M .D (cardiology) , Las Vegas, NV 

 

 
 

This annual report is dedicated to the memory of Kirby Do, one of our teen songwriters.  



 


